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2009 Leadership Tampa Class Update

As 2008 comes to a close, Leadership Tampa (LT) is just getting started. Chaired 

by Holly Tomlin of Tomlin Tested Staffing, this diverse mix of business and com-

munity leaders kicked-off their LT year with a two-day opening retreat in Crystal 

River at The Plantation Inn Golf Resort & Spa. Sponsored by Tomlin Tested Staffing, 

the retreat brought together an outstanding agenda of local and national speakers. 

The keynote speaker, David Zach, a nationally recognized futurist, opened the 

retreat with suggestions on how leaders can forecast for future obstacles and 

challenges. Mark House (LT’98) of The Beck Group followed with an inspiring 

and timely message about creating your leadership philosophy and living it. Class 

members heard from a panel of Chamber leadership including Board of Direc-

tors Chair, Judy Genshaft of the University of South Florida, Chair-elect Henry 

Gonzalez, III (LT’03) of The Bank of Tampa and Chamber Interim President & 

CEO, Joe House. The program concluded with a motivational presentation on the 

meaning of L.E.A.D.E.R.S.H.I.P. with Tye Maner of Tye Maner & Associates.

Class members are on a one-month break until after the holiday season. What did 

the first half of the LT experience bring? Below is a summary of 2008’s program 

days.

Law Enforcement Day

Sponsored by: Tampa Bay Federal Credit Union (Dale Schumacher)

What does it feel like to spend the day in 

jail? Members of the 2009 LT class found 

out during their first program. Upon 

arriving at Falkenburg Road Jail, class 

members were “booked” into the system. 

After a briefing on the current inmate 

population, class members toured the 

“pods” at Falkenburg and Orient Road 

jails. Officers from the Hillsborough 

County Sheriff’s Office and Tampa Police Department demonstrated their tactical 

team equipment, including members of the bomb squad, the “Eye in the Sky” 

helicopter team, the K-9 and equine units, the SWAT team and many more. The 

program concluded with a panel of local law enforcement leaders. Sheriff David 

Gee, Chief Steven Hogue, State Attorney Mark Ober, Chief Judge Manuel Menen-

dez, Jr., Public Defender Julianne Holt and Chief Probation Officer for the De-

partment of Juvenile Justice Norman Campbell answered questions from the class 

about criminal justice in our community. 

Transportation Day

Co-Sponsored by: Tampa International Airport (Brenda Geoghagan) and AACSB 

International (John Fernandes)

The program began at our world-class 

airport, Tampa International. The agen-

da opened with a “State-of-the-Airport” 

presentation by the Airport’s executive 

director, Louis Miller. Class members 

received a sneak peak of the newly 

installed body imaging scanners, the 

day before they were unveiled for the press. Additional highlights included: a 

tour of the in-line baggage system, communications center and a presentation on 

Homeland Security. A panel on mass transit followed, where key community lead-

ers like Mayor Pam Iorio, Hillsborough County Commissioner Mark Sharpe and 

Bob Clifford (TBARTA) explained why transit is vital to our community’s success.  

Redevelopment Day

Sponsored by: Bank of America (Bill Goede)

“What if?” Class members were asked upon 

arriving for the Redevelopment Day program. 

A diverse mix of design and develoment pro-

fessionals presented on the various elements 

of redeveloping communities and explored 

the “What If?” aspect of designing Tampa. The 

culmination of this question occurred when 

class members participated in a charrette style 

exercise with local architecture professionals. Given a blank map of downtown 

Tampa, class members redesigned the area after a fictional hurricane wiped ev-

erything out. The interactive exercise resulted in many excellent ideas and new 

concepts for our downtown. The afternoon was spent touring the East Tampa com-

munity redevelopment area with Ed Johnson from the City of Tampa. Many in the 

group were amazed by the newly finished roads, buildings and parks.

Education Day

Sponsored by: Skanska USA Building, Inc. (Fred Hames)

The final program of 2008 was Edu-

cation Day. Greeted in the morning 

by Assistant Principal for Curricu-

lum, Heath Beauregard, class mem-

bers dined on breakfast prepared by 

Chamberlain High School’s culinary 

arts students in the on-campus Out-

back Steakhouse Restaurant. Super-

intendent for Hillsborough County 

Public Schools, MaryEllen Elia (LT’05) briefed the attendees on our public school 

system and fielded questions from class members. Then, LT’09 class members took 

a sample 10th grade FCAT test to better understand some of the challenges facing 

educators today. A discussion on Title 1 schools and standardized testing followed. 

The afternoon was spent at the University of South Florida. Tours of the new Mor-

sani Health Center, the USF Bulls Athletic facility and the Joint Military/ROTC cen-

ter were representative many of the exciting things taking place at the university. 

A Higher Education panel with Dr. Arthur Kirk from St. Leo 

University, Dr. Janet McNew from University of Tampa and 

Dr. Bob Chunn from Hillsborough Community College con-

cluded this informative and educational program. 

Applications for the 2010 class will be available in March 

2009 and are due in May. The application will be distributed 

via email and will be available on the Chamber’s website. 

For more information on the Leadership Tampa program, 

sponsoring one of the 2009 program days or to apply for 

LT’10, contact Kelsey Bokor, Leadership Tampa program 

manager at (813) 276-9445 or kbokor@tampachamber.

com.


